
 

 

Thrapston Primary School Knowledge Progression  
  

Subject area: Music  
  
  

EYFS Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  

Know some 

chants, nursery 

rhymes, action 

songs, number and 

counting rhymes 

and circle songs 

off by heart. 

Know how to 

handle musical 

instruments, 

where to hold and 

play to create the 

best sound and 

the best way to 

play (along with 

exploring the 

range of sounds 

that can be 

created) e.g. tap, 

shake, scrape. 

Know core songs off 

by heart 

- Hey You! 

- Rhythm In 

The Way We 

Walk 

- Banana Rap 

- In The 

Groove 

- Round And 

Round 

- Your 

Imagination 

Know what a rap is. 

Know the names of 

many percussion 

instruments they 

use. 

Begin to recognise 

the sound of some 

Know core songs off 

by heart 

- Hands, Feet, 

Heart 

- Ho, Ho, Ho 

- I Wanna Play 

In A Band 

- Zootime 

- Friendship 

Song 

Know that unison is 

everyone singing at 

the same time. 

Know that songs 

have a musical style. 

Recognise the sound 

of many of the 

instruments they 

use. 

Know core songs off 

by heart 

- Let Your 

Spirit Fly 

- The Dragon 

Song 

- Three Little 

Birds 

- Bringing Us 

Together 

Begin to know that 

you must listen to 

each other when 

singing in a large 

group. 

Begin to recognise 

the different 

musical styles of 

RnB, Reggae, Disco 

and Classical music.  

Know core songs off 

by heart 

- Mamma Mia 

- Stop! 

- Lean on Me 

- Blackbird 

Know some other 

songs sung by / 

facts about Abba 

and The Beatles. 

Name some 

orchestral 

instruments taught 

in school and begin 

to recognise the 

sound of some of 

these. 

Know that you must 

listen to each other 

Know core songs off 

by heart 

- Livin’ On A 

Prayer 

- The Fresh 

Prince of Bel-

Air 

- Dancing In 

The Street 

Know the importance 

of warming up your 

voice when singing. 

Know the names of 

many instruments 

taught in school and 

recognise the sound 

of these. 

Begin to recognise 

the different 

musical styles of 

Know core songs off 

by heart 

- Happy 

- A New Year 

Carol 

- You’ve Got A 

Friend 

Know some other 

songs sung by / 

facts about Carole 

King 

Name a range of 

instruments that are 

played in school, 

bands and in 

orchestras. 

Describe style 

indicators (musical 

characteristics that 

give the songs their 



Know the names 

of some 

percussion 

instruments they 

use. 

Begin to know 

that music has a 

steady pulse, like 

a heartbeat. 

Begin to use key 

vocabulary to 

describe sounds / 

music  

- loud / quiet 

- fast / slow 

- short / long 

- high / low 

 

 

of the instruments 

they use. 

Know that music has 

a steady pulse, like a 

heartbeat. 

Use key vocabulary 

to describe sounds / 

music  

- loud / quiet 

- fast / slow 

- short / long 

- high / low 

Begin to use 

- louder / quieter 

- faster / slower 

- higher / lower 

Begin to know that 

rhythm is the 

pattern of long and 

short sounds. 

Know that we can 

create rhythms 

Know that dynamics 

is loud / quiet, 

getting louder / 

quieter. 

Know that tempo is 

fast / slow, getting 

faster / slower. 

Know that rhythm is 

the pattern of long 

and short sounds. 

Know that rhythms 

are different from 

the steady pulse. 

Know that pitch is 

high and low sounds. 

Begin to know that 

timbre is the tone 

quality of the sound 

i.e. smooth, 

scratchy, warm, 

dull… 

Know that a drone is 

a pitched note 

played continuously 

throughout a piece 

of music. 

Know the difference 

between pulse and 

rhythm. 

Be able to talk about 

how to play a 

glockenspiel. 

Know that musical 

notes have letter 

names. 

Know that timbre is 

the tone quality of 

the sound i.e. 

smooth, scratchy, 

warm, dull… 

Begin to describe 

musical texture 

(layers of sound). 

Know that an 

ostinato is a short 

repeated rhythmic 

pattern or melodic 

shapes. 

Know that everyone 

can improvise.  

Know that 

improvisation is 

making up your own 

when singing in a 

large group. 

Begin to recognise 

the different 

musical styles of 

Pop, Gospel and 

Classical music. 

Know how pulse, 

rhythm and pitch 

work together to 

create a song. 

Know that rests can 

be used to good 

effect in music. 

Begin to know that 

music has a time 

signature. 

Begin to recognise 

the downbeat in 

pieces of music. 

Describe musical 

texture (layers of 

sound). 

Know how a solo 

singer makes a 

Rock, Old-School 

Hip-Hop, Motown 

and Classical music. 

Name key 

instruments used in 

Samba and recognise 

the sound they 

make. 

Identify the key 

features of Samba 

music. 

Know that music has 

a time signature. 

Recognise the 

downbeat in pieces 

of music. 

Begin to know that a 

composition has 

pulse, rhythm and 

pitch that work 

together and are 

shaped by tempo, 

dynamics, texture 

and structure. 

Recognise the treble 

clef. 

style) of a range of 

songs.  

Know that artists 

express their 

identity through 

music. 

Know how pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

texture and 

structure work 

together to create a 

song or music. 

Identify different 

time signatures in 

pieces of music (4, 2 

and 3 beats in a 

bar). 

Know that a 

composition has 

pulse, rhythm and 

pitch that work 

together and are 

shaped by tempo, 

dynamics, texture 

and structure. 

 



from words and 

phrases. 

Begin to know that 

pitch is high and low 

sounds. 

Discriminate 

between obvious 

differences in pitch. 

Begin to know that a 

drone is a pitched 

note played 

continuously 

throughout a piece 

of music. 

Begin to know that 

everyone can 

compose and that it 

is like writing a 

story with music. 

Begin to know that 

music can be written 

down by using 

pictures to match 

sounds they have 

made. 

 

Begin to know that 

an ostinato is a 

short repeated 

rhythmic pattern or 

melodic shapes. 

Begin to know that 

everyone can 

improvise.  

Begin to know that 

improvisation is 

making up your own 

music on the spot 

and it is not written 

down. 

Know that the 

structure is the 

overall plan of the 

piece of music.  

Know that everyone 

can compose and 

that it is like writing 

a story with music. 

Know that a 

composer is someone 

who writes music. 

Know that music can 

be written down by 

music on the spot 

and it is not written 

down. 

Begin to know that 

there are different 

ways of recording 

compositions 

(graphic score, 

letter names, formal 

notation). 

Begin to recognise 

the musical staff / 

stave and the formal 

notation for 

crotchet, minum, 

quaver and also 

crotchet and minum 

rests. 

Begin to recognise 

that music comes 

from different 

periods in history. 

 

thinner texture than 

a larger group. 

Know that using two 

or three notes 

confidently in an 

improvisation is 

better than using 

five. 

Know that there are 

different ways of 

recording 

compositions 

(graphic score, 

letter names, formal 

notation). 

Recognise the 

musical staff / stave 

and the formal 

notation for 

crotchet, minum, 

quaver and also 

crotchet and minum 

rests. 

Recognise that music 

comes from 

different periods in 

history and begin to 

Recognise how 

written music is split 

into bars with a bar 

line. 

Recognise the 

formal notation for 

a semi-breve and a 

semi breve rest.  

Begin to recognise 

the position of notes 

on the staff / stave 

(FACE (in the 

spaces)). 

Recognise that music 

comes from 

different periods in 

history and name 

some of these 

periods (Early music, 

Baroque, Classical, 

Romantic, 20th 

Century, 

Contemporary).  

 

 

Recognise the 

formal notation for 

dotted and tied 

notes.  

Recognise the 

position of notes on 

the staff / stave 

(FACE (in the 

spaces)) and begin to 

recognise EGBDF 

(Every good boy 

deserves football).  

Recognise that music 

comes from 

different periods in 

history, name and 

sequence these 

periods (Early music, 

Baroque, Classical, 

Romantic, 20th 

Century, 

Contemporary).  

 

 

 



 

 

using pictures to 

match sounds they 

have made.  

Show music’s 

structure through 

their use of a 

graphic score. 

 

 

name some of these 

periods. 

 


